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involvement of the lymph glands and the preponderance of lesions 
at the base of the brain. Recent writers believe the spirochetes 
proceed in the perivascular lymph spaces of the bloodvessels and 
of the pia. In the diseased vessel wall the organisms and lympho¬ 
cytes are found, confined at first to the adventitia and media; 
later, also in the intima. The lymphocytic infiltration of the brain 
membranes shows itself in the lymphocytosis of the spinal fluid, 
a condition that persists after the disappearance of all symptoms. 

In studying the 194 eases under the two modes of treatment, 
namely, mercury and salvarsan, he found that the same nerves 
are affected and in nbout the same order of frequency. This close 
agreement speaks most strongly against a nenrotoxic action of 
salvarsan, and Bcnario thinks that this and the microscopic patho¬ 
logical picture prove that it is a true syphilitic process. He bases 
this belief upon (1) the long interval between the injection and 
nervous manifestation (one to four months); (2) the type of patho¬ 
logical process; (3) the fact that no rezidive occurs in non¬ 
syphilitics treated with salvarsan; (4) that in cases with already 
existing brain syphilis neurorezidives are not observed; and (5) 
ncurorezidives recover under salvarsan. 

The book touches fully and with a wealth of detail on the more 
important facts relating to this phase of syphilis. He urges more 
careful attention to changes in special sense organs in the early, 
stage of syphilis, more energetic treatment, and control of treat¬ 
ment by the results of the Wasscrmann reaction and lumbar 
puncture. The long list of cases are tiring and the detailed treat¬ 
ment of each nerve lesion could be shortened with advantage. 

E. P. C. W. 


Ophthalmic Year Book for 1911. Edited by Edward Jackson, 
M.D., Theodore B. Schnkideman, M.D., and William Zknt- 
mayer, M.D. I’p. 455; 31 illustrations. Denver: Herrick Book 
and Stationery Company. 

The eighth volume of the Ophthalmic Year Honk well illustrates 
the enormous increase in ophthalmic literature during the Inst 
eight years. The first volume in 1904 contained 2(10 pages whereas 
the present volume contains 455 pRges with references to almost 
three thousand journal articles. The first 14 pages are devoted to 
biographic notices and then follows u digest of the literature 
classified ns in the previous volumes. In the text, heavy-faced 
type has been used for the names of authors and the editors have 
returned to the previous custom of giving the page, in the various 
journals, on which any particular article may be found. In a 
volume of this character, these changes add much to the convenience 
of the reader. 
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Undoubtedly all subscribers to tbe Year-book have beard with 
much regret that its publication has been suspended, although to 
quote Dr. Jackson, “the purpose is not abandoned.” It is hoped 
that the neur future will find it re-established along lines where 
its publication may be resumed under conditions less arduous and 
more advantageous for its editors, for since its inception it has been 
a profitable convenience to those ophthalmologists interested in 
the literature in their particular branch of medicine. T. B. If. 


Fourth Scientific Report ok the Investigations of the 
Imperial Cancer Research Fund. By I)r. E. F. Basiiford, 
General Superintendent of Research and Director of the 
laboratory. Pp. 223; 03 plates; numerous charts and tables. 
I/ondon: Taylor & Francis. 

This volume consists of three papers, preeedeil by a most inter¬ 
esting introduction by Dr. Ilashford. The first paper on “Sponta¬ 
neous Tumors in Mice,” by M. Hauland, treats of a large number 
of spontaneous tumors of mice observed since the Third Scientific 
Itcpnrt was prepared. “These tumors consist of enreinomas and 
sarcomas occurring in a variety of sites other than the mamma 
and are considered from clinical, pathological, histological, and 
experimental standpoints.” From this study the writer believes 
he has produced evidence of possible local causes of tumor forma¬ 
tion and lays considerable stress on local irritation as an etiological 
factor. The second paper on “Cancerous Ancestry and the Inci¬ 
dence of Cancer in Alice,” by Dr. J. A. Murray, deals with breed¬ 
ing experiments with mice of known ancestry. The conclusion is 
drawn that female mice in whose ancestry cancer of the mamma 
has occurred not further back than the grandmothers, are dis¬ 
tinctly more likely to develop the disease spontaneously in this 
organ than those in whose ancestry the history of cancer is remote. 
The third paper on “The Behavior of Tumor ('ells during Propaga¬ 
tion,” by E. F. Bashford, is a general survey of the observations 
made on the tumors observed in the laboratory during a period 
of eight years and yields “evidence of the validity of the conclusion 
that the cancer cell is a biological modification of the normal cell.” 

All the studies show the thoroughness and attention to detail 
which characterize the work in this laboratory. Tbe studies are 
presented in exteii3n, arc splendidly illustrated with microphoto¬ 
graphs and microscopical drawings, and are rendered additionally 
clear with charts, tables, and diagrams. The book is of great value 
to those occupying themselves with cancer ns a biological problem 
and the introduction is of such a character as to make the studies 
available for the less intensively specialized reader. II. T. K 



